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Lyon County Ag Newsletter 

Upcoming Events 

•Private Applicator’s Li-

cense Update, Mon. 

Dec. 12, 6:30 PM  

•Backgrounding Cattle 
Short Course, Dec. 15-
16, Versailles, KY 

•BQCA Update, Thurs., 

Dec. 15, 6:00 PM 

•CPH Advantage Feeder 

Calf Sales, Tuesdays, 
Dec. 13, Feb. 14. 

•KY Fruit and Vegetable 

Conference, Jan. 3-4 

•Winter Wheat Meeting, 
Jan. 5 

•Ag Advancement Coun-

cil, January 9, 6:00 PM 

•KY Commodity Confer-

ence, Bowling Green, 
Jan. 19 

•COCORAHS Volunteer 

Precipitation Reporting, 

January 26, 6:30 PM 

•Intensive Soybean 

Workshop, Feb. 1, 
Princeton 

•Crop Health Confer-

ence, Feb. 9, Corvette 
Museum, Bowling Green 

•Grouping Beef Animals 

for Feeding, Cost Sav-

ings—Katie Van Valin, 

University of Kentucky 

Beef Nutrition Special-

ist, Feb. 21, 6:00 PM 

•KY Alfalfa and Stored 
Forage Conference, Feb. 
21, Cave City 

Lyon County Extension Service 

231 W. Main St,   

Eddyville, KY 42038 

270-388-2341 

December, 2022 

College of Agriculture, Food and Environment 

Cooperative Extension Service 

Lyon County Extension Service 

Dear Lyon County Farmer, 
 
Private Applicator’s Licenses and 
BQCA Updates are scheduled for 
December. 12 and 15. Please call if 
you plan to attend, 270-388-2341.  
 
You can have fields tested for soy-
bean cyst nematodes free of charge 
courtesy of the KY Soybean Asso-
ciation. I am willing to pull some of 
these samples as time and weather 
conditions permit. It was too dry to 
do this over the fall but samples 
can be taken over the winter. If you 
prefer to pull samples yourself I 
have the guidelines here at the of-

fice.  

 

Happy Holidays! 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmsstate.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd27b0f8ca2d30ab88ad971a94%26id%3D8db31f82c2%26e%3D97693da52e&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fox%40uky.edu%7Ccfbbc7af81c44d17282408dad6fe8f01%7C2b30
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Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage Insurance as a Risk Management Tool 

Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension Professor, Livestock Marketing, UK 

 
The most recent drought monitor, released on October 27th, shows the 
majority of the United States dealing with drought, or abnormally dry, 
conditions. While I sincerely hope some of those regions received some 
much needed rain recently, I do think this provides an opportunity to dis-
cuss Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage (PRF) Insurance. PRF insurance 
provides an opportunity for producers to purchase rainfall coverage for 
perennial forages used for pasture and / or hay production. Producers 
have until December 1st to enroll for 2023, so I thought I would focus this 
discussion on three reminders for producers as they consider PRF insurance for the upcoming year. 
  

PRF is a Single-Peril Index Insurance Product—Producers first need to understand that indemnities 
from PRF are not based on rainfall at their farm, but rather on actual and historical rainfall for a 0.25 de-
gree latitude by 0.25 degree longitude grid, where their farm is located. Daily rainfall for each grid is col-
lected through NOAA weather stations and used by the program. Certainly, there should be a correla-
tion between rainfall amounts for a given grid and the farms within it, but variability will exist. This varia-
bility creates a type of “basis” risk that isn’t that different than an insurance product like Livestock Risk 
Protection Insurance, which pays based on changes in the CME© Feeder Cattle Index, rather than lo-
cal prices. It is also important to understand that PRF insurance does not protect against extremely 
high rainfall levels, or any other challenge that might impact forage production. It simply provides cover-
age for less than normal rainfall levels over 2 month periods during the year. 
  

The Premium Subsidy for PRF is Significant—The premium subsidy levels for PRF depend on the 
level of coverage that is selected, but exceed 50% in all cases. The USDA Risk Management Agency 
(USDA-RMA) has intended for this to be relatively affordable so that farmers will be more likely to utilize 
it. While indemnities may not be received in a given year, the subsidy levels suggest that indemnities 
should exceed premium levels over a large number of years. Given this, producers may want to consid-
er scaling the coverage upward to increase the base value per acre they are insuring. Base values per 
acre can be increased by up to 150% by increasing the productivity factor. 
  

Multiple Approaches are Possible for Covered Months—Finally, I think it is important that producers 
give some thought to the months they want to cover. Producers must select coverage in a minimum of 
two, two-month periods and can place no more than 60% of their coverage value in any single two-
month interval. A month also may not be double-covered. For example, one cannot cover the June-July 
interval and the July-August interval, because July is double-covered. However, one could put 60% of 
the value in a two month interval that included July. 
  
A logical approach would be to cover months in which rainfall and forage productivity are of the most 
concern. For example, someone may choose to cover June-July and August-September, if they are 
concerned about the summer months. A producer who is more dependent on fall pasture growth to 
stockpile forage may choose to stretch coverage into the fall months. Producers should also discuss 
this with their insurance agent as they are likely to have valuable insights as well. Most importantly, pro-
ducers should give this some thought and be deliberate about this decision. 
  
While no insurance product is perfect, PRF insurance does provide producers with a relatively inexpen-
sive opportunity to get some protection against less than normal rainfall levels. Producers have until 
December 1st to sign up for coverage for the 2023 calendar year, so the time is right to be thinking 
about it. In addition to talking with your insurance agent, a great deal of information can be found on the 
PRF page of the USDA-RMA website at https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-
Plans/Pasture-Rangeland-Forage.  

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans/Pasture-Rangeland-Forage
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans/Pasture-Rangeland-Forage
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UK Beef Management Webinars 

Darrh Bullock, Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 

 

December 13, 2022 -Packer and Consumer Trends with 
Some Holiday Beef Ideas – Gregg Rentfrow, Extension Pro-
fessor, University of Kentucky and Alison Smith, Kentucky 
Beef Council Retail and Foodservice, 7:00 PM CT. Registra-
tion is necessary if you have not registered in the past (If you 
have ever received an invitation then you should be regis-
tered). If you would like to register, please send an email to 
dbullock@uky.edu with Beef Webinar in the subject line and 
your name and county in the message. You will receive the 
direct link with a password the morning of each meeting. 
This invitation will directly link you to the site and you will 
be asked for the password which can be found just below the 
link.  
 

The library of all UK beef related videos, including past webinars, can be found at:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC5aJFY_Be8XJZ_03_Ql73TK0826T8Fjq 
 
 

mailto:dbullock@uky.edu
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLC5aJFY_Be8XJZ_03_Ql73TK0826T8Fjq&data=05%7C01%7CLes.Anderson%40uky.edu%7C4798a21f69d1470b4ca408da9feb5ff9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C6379
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